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REMARKS 

Claims 1-55 have been resected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being obvious over U.S. Pat. 
No. 5,260,015 (Kennedy) in view of U.S. Pal. No. 6332.250 (Igaue). Applicants respectfully 
ej\, ^ s ! 

Applicants note that most of these claims, including the independent claims, had earlier 
been rejected as anticipated by Kennedy. En response, Applicants had pointed out (now in two 
separate responses and an interview) that Kennedy fails to disclose or suggest "boat filament 
s 5 -ea i I < < ? j U n u i e i t t k u s n u ; 

suets v «. i o ( iu.i ^ 1 > ' k side of the tastener component only ai their ends, and 
otherwise lying against the back side of the fastener component.'* Applicants explained thai the 
term "float" is a technical term known in the textile industry, particularly with respect to woven 
or knit fabrics, as supported by a definition included with an earlier response, from a dictionary 
of textile terms. 

lite Examiner maintains that Kennedy discloses a two-layer fabric with float sections, 
and now cites igaue only to show "float filaments ... lying against the back of the fastener 
component." (OA, page 3). Applicants respectfully submit that the Examiner has 

! ings of Kenncc md of me. a 1 i ! ) \ 1 > < de< <! n 

the ime sol us c combinatiot he t encc 

I an ig frost to the Kenned lerence, the Examiner makes the followin inclusions as 

to what Kennedy discloses: 

The fabric comprises two distinct layers of yarns including an anchor layer 
and an outer layer (Base of reinforcing fabric and the loops). The anchor 
layer faces the resin base and comprises filaments embedded within resin 
o u ?ase to nchot he abric to the base 1 gs 5 and 8) fk m 1 la <! 
comprising | av I flout filament sections extending ccaeraliv along an outer 
surface of a back Side of the fastener component, such sections connected 
to the hack side f the fastener component only at their ends and otherwise 
close to the back side of the fastener component (Figs. 5 and x> 

In a later section of the Office Action (page 5p die Examiner repeats these same 
assertions, citing Kennebyb example gi\ en at col. 9. line 65 to col. 10. Sine ! 5, instead ot rigs. 5 
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aid 8. Assuming these are alternate explanations of the rejection of the claims, each cited 
, C.n t ,/n below, for completeness 
Figs. 5 and S of Kennedy are schematic illustrations, in cross- ■sectional view, of fastener 
n< J k s 1 lit slructt es o the side opposite the nal stene elements 

-■fX\ iv Jr'U " s 5 i d * i s i t s ! s i 

u e nip. sikh that "'at the mteiface 2 t ! > the 

layer of plastic and the non-woven] the plastic from the fastener flows around and entraps some 
of the fibers of the oonwoven 22 thereby bonding the nonwoven fabric to form a laminate of die 
two , - Ke met > col 5, lines 54 58 > Kennedy goes on to explain thai the degree to which 
the nonwoven material is embedded in the plastic is a function of many parameters, including the 
denseness of the nonwoven, the pressure exerted in the nip, etc., and that "by carefully selecting 
t t ! w. st h in ko^tuci iidl i ti" t i ait son it 

I \ > ■) Ci i u „ ( ( >. I s |i 

p > i - > 1 »• t - , s t - tioe (Id,, col 6, lines 6-1 1). Thus, Fig. 5 does not disclose float 
sections, and does not even discuss knit or woven products that could be said to have float 
sections, as that k d in the art. Rati \ % that can 

V o: unices e.es svvs -\e,; ! a , eh 

Kennedy's Fig. 8 shw sj product i which da back tg j >rn n ag< hi op> 
\ i 1 -i does no -peiU\ t*iv stuuure of the loop material various 

e\am| enc w ikumet desutbe loop material Mich as kmt or woven loop fabrics, f or 
ranp • iv o^ >v0i 0 Ink lMals<^ J'Hts 1 <. a unci \u k 1 dv a> 

i i escribed as 

bt ! <d 1 -.p;\ ca 1 iv ui^ identdied in Appot ) s jescckd eiaress. aud I , i , v 

»vt „ o v- v i i 'bnh Oi • v 'u ul ! i, lie 5 > 

lie against the outer su; bice of the fastener with only their ends secured, u < pros ide the 

! va i at u 1 1 j j e o as i i i 1 j 

example of col. 9 t line 65 to col 10. line 15 hi light of Kennedy's Fig, 8, Kennedy simply does 
not disclose the reinforcing fabric structure that the Examiner says it does. As in the rest of 
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Kennedy, when Kennedy in the cited paragraph discusses "two layers" he is referring to the loop 
material as one layer and the plastic resin of the fastener base as the other layer, not two layers of 
yams as n Applicants" claim 1. 

1 u 'hen o c hi r v . c ^s > 

layer" oi ao \ n - < 1 1 5 ! ^ > s Lc esiend ccncudls Av^ - , lose , the 

Diner surface of the back side of the fastener. Beyond not disclosing die recited float filament 
sections. Kennedy also does not disclose an outer Unci hi > s tl <. <p a, ^ <• i o, 
filaments, if that is the necessary result of the Examiner's explanation. 

The recent combination of Igaue with Kennedy does nothing to overcome the 
dv si «. n ! K u vd ji.i lespeu i t ic claimed invention. Applicants 

Ut v s t ! i i s i u e> ,U ,OS Hs ho > ! U i I A s v );> - i , i _ 

fastener loop material. Bui as has been explained above, one of die principal claim elements not 
disclosed io CMv t Kennedy s the ruuforung tbric inn i > \ ed as 

described in claim 1 or claim 3 L Igaue does not even deal with knit or woven fabrics (i.e., the 
types of fabrics to which the art term 'float filament' applies), nor does it relate to the 
reinforcement of touch fastener products. Rather, the filaments of Igaue are separate filaments 
5 1 led < d sv s xraits i < N s att to form hook-engageable sections. For she Examiner to 

c i mtinue to ignore the meaning ol i 

teehmcal tenn art in the te> tile industry. To the extent that the Examiner may be unwilling to 
accepi Applicant*' -\planaaon of the mean nig of shut tenn. she is respecihdiv aA\i to seek the 
k ! tsel > .. > „ \ mi is*. ;c hv. ie\ttie arts. 

Beyond fgau q>] I ! d > \ ere have been w< d/or b 

k >v\ i k v genera . that have ncluded "float ( n i t s 

Applicants do not purport to have invented such materials. Rattier, it is their use as reinforcing 

<> ( ^ s ' i v * ~i t n \ti u b i l t i i > v I ' sk s pu k! 

to position the float filament sections along the back side of the fastener, fastened to the resin 
oiK t i Ki * \ ril cii i U i jit i. Ik i u a Ik pv U U 
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claims. Thai structure or effect, is not suggested or provided by Kennedy, Igaue, or the proposed 
comb uunj *r j v\ h linm. r % tikiowi woven o ki ! hK> sng i i Miuui 
sections. Applicants' claimed structure is both novel and non-obvious, resulting in a 

i t I H Sv'lt ! ink luivvim 1 t >1 

^ccordii v mts reque an acknowledgement of the patentability of die pending chirm. 

1 he prosecution old ids Application has gone on for some time, and Applicants arc open 
o v -s u sii<i ia nc I -> tmmci m< h ugic phce tuJins i ,u vm!m 

allowance, or any further showing necessary to make the nuui urn o die it, r si ' aniens 
clear on Ike record. But the position taken by the Examiner to date simply ignores the technical 
definition of the term 'float filament', effectively reading it. out of the claims, and if such position 
is to be maintained, a prompt final aetionis respectfully requested SO that the matter may be 
brought before the Board for resolution. 

It is believed that all of the pending claims have been addressed. However, the absence 
of a reply to a v.c u ■ section, issue o> comment does not signify agreement with or 
concession of mat rejection, issue or comment. In addition, because the arguments made above 
may <u>t be e dumvdve, :here mu\ :>e reason tor p Uctaamht\ oi atu ad pecdiui ckmns 

rv i v t i t ! ! v leant if 
Ed erks s f the feat es recited in dependent claims as mere matters of design 
choice, s \um her hu s No or u»loiicn n >i whether any g m ti tt 

y 1 i v Tear Strength i 5 1 
\pplic; i ave euse he ren rks on the allowahilit )f the independent d«ijn*«t 
i I '»lu to atgue loi L >d » n< dc el U 

dependent claims. 
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Enclosed is a Petition for Extension of Time for two months. Please apply all charges or 
credits related to this response to deposit, account 06 1050, referencing the above attorney docket 
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Respectfully submitted. 
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